Stewardship
“I have eagerly desired to
eat this Passover with you
before I suffer.”
Luke 22:15
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Stewardship




Responsibility on

Psalm 24:1

behalf of another

“ The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,

Stewardship begins
with God


all belongs to God

the world, and all who live in it.

1 Chronicles 29:11–12

“ Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power
and the glory and the majesty and the
splendour,
for everything in heaven and earth is yours.
Yours, Lord, is the kingdom;
you are exalted as head over all.
Wealth and honour come from you;
you are the ruler of all things.
In your hands are strength and power
to exalt and give strength to all.
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Responsibility on

Genesis 1:26–28

behalf of another

“ Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our

Stewardship begins
with God


all belongs to God



gives responsibility



we’re made for it

image, in our likeness, so that they may rule
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky,
over the livestock and all the wild animals, and
over all the creatures that move along the
ground.’
So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful
and increase in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the
birds in the sky and over every living creature
that moves on the ground.’
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Responsibility on

Genesis 2:5–8; 15

behalf of another

“ Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth
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Will be held
accountable

and no plant had yet sprung up, for the Lord
God had not sent rain on the earth and there
was no one to work the ground, but streams
came up from the earth and watered the whole
surface of the ground. Then the Lord God
formed a man from the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and
the man became a living being.
Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the
east, in Eden… The Lord God took the man and
put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and
take care of it.
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Everything given by God


it isn’t ours



eternal consequences

Money & Resources
1 Timothy 6:17–19

“ Command those who are rich in this present
world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope
in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their
hope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. Command them
to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be
generous and willing to share. In this way they
will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age, so that they may
take hold of the life that is truly life.
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Broader outcome of
actions

Money & Resources
James 5:1–6

“ Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail
because of the misery that is coming on you.
Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten
your clothes. Your gold and silver are corroded.
Their corrosion will testify against you and eat
your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in
the last days. Look! The wages you failed to pay
the workers who mowed your fields are crying
out against you. The cries of the harvesters have
reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. You have
lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence.
You have fattened yourselves in the day of
slaughter. You have condemned and murdered
the innocent one, who was not opposing you.
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Patience—trust



Doesn’t matter what we
have

Money & Resources
James 5:7–8

“ Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the
Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the
land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting
for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be
patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s
coming is near.
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Patience—trust
Doesn’t matter what we
have

Money & Resources
Mark 12:41–44

“ Jesus sat down opposite the place where the
offerings were put and watched the crowd
putting their money into the temple treasury.
Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a
poor widow came and put in two very small
copper coins, worth only a few pence.
Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘Truly I
tell you, this poor widow has put more into the
treasury than all the others. They all gave out of
their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in
everything—all she had to live on.’
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actions



Patience—trust



Doesn’t matter what we
have



God’s will—not ours

Money & Resources
James 4:13–16

“ Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we
will go to this or that city, spend a year there,
carry on business and make money.’ Why, you
do not even know what will happen tomorrow.
What is your life? You are a mist that appears
for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you
ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live
and do this or that.’ As it is, you boast in your
arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil.
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Seems obvious

Health & Bodies
Luke 10:27

“ Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength and
with all your mind”; and, “Love your neighbour
as yourself.”
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Health & Bodies

Seems obvious

Daniel 1:8,16

Simple diet

“ But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with



but everything for food

the royal food and wine… “Give us nothing but
vegetables to eat and water to drink.” …
At the end of the ten days they looked healthier
and better nourished than any of the young
men who ate the royal food.

Genesis 9:3

“ Everything that lives and moves about will be
food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants,
I now give you everything.
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Seems obvious

Proverbs 23:20–21

Simple diet

“ Do not join those who drink too much wine




but everything for food

Harm of gluttony




Health & Bodies

focus on character

Take care of yourself

or gorge themselves on meat,
for drunkards and gluttons become poor,
and drowsiness clothes them in rags.

1 Timothy 5:23

“ Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine
because of your stomach and your frequent
illnesses.
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Everything comes

1 Corinthians 6:12–15;19–20

from God

“ I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not



including our
bodies




Health & Bodies

not our own

Bodies God’s
temple


what we do
matters



honour God in
our bodies

everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do
anything”—but I will not be mastered by anything. You
say, “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food,
and God will destroy them both.” The body, however, is
not meant for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and
the Lord for the body. By his power God raised the Lord
from the dead, and he will raise us also. Do you not
know that your bodies are members of Christ himself?
Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them
with a prostitute? Never! …
Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from
God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price.
Therefore honour God with your bodies.

Stewardship
1 Peter 4:8–11

“ Above all, love each other deeply, because love
covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality
to one another without grumbling. Each of you
should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace
in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they
should do so as one who speaks the very words
of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with
the strength God provides, so that in all things
God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To
him be the glory and the power for ever and
ever. Amen.
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